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In the recent War, he came in contact with
men of many nationalities, the coloured
Indians included; he fought shoulder to
shoulder with them; and democrat thafc he
was, his new experiences made him a super-
democrat. While thus personal predilections
were driving Wedgwood towards a more per-
fect democracy with a more just and equitable
distribution of power and prosperity, his
Party's failures and its rapid reduction to a
moribund condition, due to the absence of the
operation of the dynamic principle and consequ-
ent stagnation, only tended to goad him out
of it.
Since the outbreak of the War, the
Liberal Party has received more than one
severe shock* Despite the democratic coating
that it received in the days of Gladstone and
Chamberlain, the Party had not really shed ita
whiggism altogether. Its leaders were the old
" gentlemen** in a new garb, condescending to
sacrifice their cultured leisure in the patriotic
duty of taking to politics. Its methods were
quiefc considerateness, suavity of manners^
classical correctness of conduct. It lacked